
 
 
 

SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS REAFFIRMED AFTER SACRAMENTO 
COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE CHANGES CARRY LICENSE POLICIES 

SAY GUN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS  
 

CASE CONTINUES AGAINST YOLO COUNTY TO SECURE RIGHT TO SELF-DEFENSE  
 

BELLEVUE, WA & SAN CARLOS, CA - The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and the 
Calguns Foundation have dismissed their case against Sacramento County, California and its Sheriff, 
John McGinness, after the Sheriff modified his handgun carry permitting policy. Law-abiding 
Sacramento County residents may now successfully apply for permits to carry handguns by asserting 
self-defense as a basis for carry permit issuance. A one-year residency requirement has been 
eliminated, as has policy language that tied self-defense to arbitrary geographic factors. 
 
While Sacramento County has changed its policies, other counties still fail to recognize that self-
defense is a legally sufficient reason for issuance of a handgun carry permit. The litigation will 
continue against Yolo County and its Sheriff, Ed Prieto, on behalf of SAF, Calguns, and Davis 
resident Adam Richards. Additionally, this past March, Calguns supporter Brett Stewart 
unsuccessfully asserted self-defense as a basis for seeking a carrying license from Sheriff Prieto. The 
Sheriff's written policy states that "self protection and protection of family (without credible threats 
of violence)" are insufficient reasons to exercise Second Amendment rights. Mr. Stewart will seek to 
join the litigation as a plaintiff in this case, now styled Richards v. Prieto. 
 
"We are very happy to have been able to work with Sheriff McGinness to assist Sacramento County 
in revising their policies and practices," said Gene Hoffman, Chairman of the Calguns Foundation. 
"Over the past year, more than 30 of our law abiding members and supporters have received licenses 
to carry firearms with good cause' statements that are simple variations of self-defense. Even though 
the Sheriff is retiring at the end of the year, both candidates to replace Sheriff McGinness have 
publicly stated their support for Second Amendment rights and that they consider self-defense a 
compelling reason for issuance of gun carry permit." 
 
"The Second Amendment Foundation will continue working with the Calguns Foundation and keep 
funding attorney Alan Gura's lawsuits in California until everyone's firearms civil rights are fully 
protected," added SAF founder Alan Gottlieb. "Together, we will see many more legal victories." 
 
For those who wish to apply for a CCW permit, the Calguns Foundation maintains an informational 
portal to assist applicants in all 58 California counties as part of its recently announced Carry 
Licensing Compliance and Sunshine Initiative. The Sacramento County page has details on the actual 
procedure and successful good cause statements and is available at http://bit.ly/CGFSacCarry . 
 
  
 



The Second Amendment Foundation (www.saf.org) is the nation's oldest and largest tax-exempt 
education, research, publishing and legal action group focusing on the Constitutional right and 
heritage to privately own and possess firearms. Founded in 1974, The Foundation has grown to more 
than 650,000 members and supporters and conducts many programs designed to better inform the 
public about the consequences of gun control. SAF has previously funded successful firearms-related 
suits against the cities of Los Angeles; New Haven, CT; and San Francisco on behalf of American 
gun owners, a lawsuit against the cities suing gun makers and an amicus brief and fund for the 
Emerson case holding the Second Amendment as an individual right. 
 
The Calguns Foundation (www.calgunsfoundation.org) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
which serves its members by providing Second Amendment-related education, strategic litigation 
and the defense of innocent California gun owners from improper or malicious prosecution. The 
Calguns Foundation works to educate government and protect the rights of individuals to 
acquire, own, and lawfully use firearms in California.  
 


